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Benni Hinn and the End of an Era 
 
Benni Hinn this month confessed his "prosperity gospel" is in actual fact not the 
Gospel.  There are many other false gospels in the church and in a world searching for 
"good news"...they are also doomed to failure. It's the end of an era....now comes the 
reality era of 2020-2060.  
 
Here is Christianity Today's take on the recent confession by prosperity preacher 
Benni Hinn's recent confession....quote: 
 

Benny Hinn Renounces His Selling of God’s 
Blessings. Critics Want More.  

Observers take wait-and-see approach to televangelist “correcting” his prosperity 
gospel theology. 
Daniel Silliman 
September 07, 2019 8:54 AM 
 
Benny Hinn says he is done with the prosperity gospel. But longtime observers are not 
ready to take his word on faith. 

Hinn has been a leading proponent of prosperity gospel theology since the 1980s, 
teaching that God rewards active faith with health and wealth. But on September 2, 
during his 3-hour, 50-minute weekly broadcast, Hinn said he had changed. 

“I am correcting my own theology and you need to all know it,” the televangelist told  
his studio audience and those watching online. “The blessings of God are not for 
sale. And miracles are not for sale. And prosperity is not for sale.” 

Hinn said he now believes such give-to-get theology is offensive to God. He 
specifically repudiated the practice of asking for “seed money,” where televangelists 
tell people that God will bless them if they give a specific dollar amount. Hinn himself 
has done this numerous times, promising God will give material blessings in 
exchange for a gift of $1,000. On Monday, he said he wouldn’t do it anymore. 

I want to make some remarks here but in a broader context. 
 
Firstly: I am grateful that Bro. Hinn saw the light and was humble enough to make a 
public confession.  There are many more who need to do the same.  This sick 
obsession with wealth and money coming out of the American church since about 
1980 has infected the charismatic evangelical movement around the world and here in 
South Africa has had disastrous effects on the poor and the reputation of Christ and 
His Kingdom. 



 
Secondly: I don't care what scripture you want to justify this nonsense with...there is 
something viscerally wrong with preachers living in multimillion dollar mansions, 
transported in limousines and private jets and escorted with bodyguards from one 
media event to another. 
 
Martin Luther caught out the Popes and the Catholic church in the business of selling 
"indulgences", the grace of God, to the ignorant masses but their excuse was the same 
as today....the Popes were trying to finance the huge construction project of the 
Vatican and needed a lot of money for "the great work of God to build his church".  
About the same today as "I need a jet to preach to more people", 'I need a billion 
dollars to win a billion souls" etc.  Always the same....if only God and I had more 
money we could do so much more. 
 
But lets take a bit of a deeper dive here into the "good news" era of 1980-2020 where 
this played out.... 
 
The Zeitgeist of the Age 
 
The word Zeitgeist is useful word to use here...it means the spirit of the age.  1980 
was a turning point in the "Zeitgeist of the Age".  Just as 2020 will be... 
 
The 1970's were for the world and the church the era of "Apocalypse Now".  The 
hippy era coming out of California through the 1960's to the 1970's was the rebellion 
against the "establishment".  "Tune in, turn on and drop out".  Drugs, free sex, hippy 
communes....This fitted nicely into the whole prophetic era of 1940-1980 of the 
evangelical movement....Israel is a nation, Jerusalem has been taken, Armageddon is 
upon us, Russian invasion any day now, Antichrist coming out of the EU, oil crisis, 
inflation, the rapture any moment. The Zeitgeist of the Age was : "Apocalypse Now". 
 
But something happened on the way to the Apocalypse....Ronald Reagan in the 
American election of 1980..."It's morning in America",  Margaret Thatcher in 1979 
Britain..."Deregulate, get government out of the economy, let the free market free to 
make money", in China, Deng Xiaou Peng, ditch Maoism, "It is glorious to be rich". 
 
From 1980 the Zeitgesit of the age was "do you want to be rich?". 
 
And the massive move of the evangelical revival of the 1970's caught on quickly to 
the Zeitgeist of the Age.  It was apparent by now to everyone (but nobody wanted to 
publicly admit it) that there was no 'Apocalypse Now" coming, the world was 
drastically changing in ways that nobody could have predicted and certainly every 
"prophetic" voice from the 1940-1980 era got the whole "end times" time line totally 
wrong. 
 
What was very apparent to the savvy preachers tuned into the age, if you want to 
grow your church you better be talking about "good news".  Now everyone knows 
that the world "gospel" means "good news".  The problem was that there were a 
whole lot of new competing voices and ideologies offering "good news" narratives. 
 



There was incredible competition in the good news business.  Political parties needed 
to offer good news. The best was to go for the "do you want to be rich" message....so 
you offer a political  program of out with stultifying socialism in with free market 
capitalism.  You get the rise of pop-psychology gurus with instant 10 steps to this and 
5 steps to that....you get the narrative of lone visionary in the garage come up with 
new tech and becomes millionaire.  Get in on the stock market, ride the bull, its time 
to get rich! 
 
It is not strange then that from 1980 around the world you see the rise of the "mega 
church" phenomena described as any church with more than 2000 people.  Unheard of 
in previous era's.  But what you also found invariably was a very heavy emphasis on a 
"good news" narrative in many forms. 
 
In almost every case you had to have some sort of story that either openly or subtly 
revolves in answering the question of the age "do you want to be rich?".  The 
ancillary to that was "do you want to have a successful career and lifestyle?". 
 
Now admittedly who wants to answer that question in the negative?  The real issue 
and problem however is not to say 'No I want to be poor and a failure"....the problem 
was and still is that the Zeitgeist of the Age has captured the church and set the 
parameters and definitions of what constitutes wealth and what constitutes a 
successful life. 
 
This is not a new problem.  This was problem in the Roman Empire Zeitgeist of the 
1st century and Paul warned his young disciple with this.... 
 
1Ti 6:5  Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, 

supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself.  
1Ti 6:6  But godliness with contentment is great gain. 
1Ti 6:7  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry 

nothing out.  
1Ti 6:8  And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.  
1Ti 6:9  But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many 

foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.  
1Ti 6:10  For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, 

they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows.  

 
Did you catch that "for they that would be rich"? 
 
This is the crowd that the prosperity preachers want....they that would be rich. 
 
To catch and hold them you have to create discontent within their hearts and minds.  
What?! Are you going to be just be content with food and clothing/ Are you kidding 
me? Why God has lots more for you...you are a king's kid, all the wealth of the world 
belongs to us, there is a great wealth transfer coming, you need to get with the 
Kingdom program and God's plan for wealth and abundance for you! 
 
Now here is the pitch.... 
"gain is godliness" : You are God's child and He wants you to have lots of things. 



"desire to be rich" :  Confess it! I want to be rich...believe it, stand on the word which 
says "whatsoever things you desire when you pray believe it and you will receive it". 
(Please note that Jesus did not say whatsoever things you desire when you walk 
through the shopping mall, He said whatsoever things you desire WHEN YOU PRAY 
and the Holy Spirit is revealing things to you that God wants to freely give you.) 
 
Ok are you ready to receive?  Well now just release your faith through a "seed faith" 
giving...give and you will receive...according to what you sow you will reap, you sow 
little finance into our ministry, your harvest will be poor. 
 
40 years later and the fruits of this theology is now evident....Paul was right: 
"They that will be rich fall into temptation and snare and into many foolish and 
hurtful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition". 
 
By the millions evangelicals "desiring to be rich" got caught in the snare of the 
prosperity gospel....that God's grace is for sale.  That God's gifts of grace and 
provision were not fully paid for on the cross through the death of Jesus Christ...that 
we need to add to that to receive from God.  
 
40 years later and we have millions of disillusioned Christians living from paycheck 
to paycheck.  Because that is what the economic indicators are telling us.  The median 
income of the average person in America is the same today as in 1980. And lower 
than what it was at its highest in 1970.  40 years of giving and sowing looking for 
miracle money.....Benny Hinn finally said..."Enough!....this wrong, this is not 
scriptural." It is not working is what he is really saying! 
 
The Zeitgeist of 2020-2060 
 
Here is my prediction of the new era we are moving into: 
This is the era when the world of economics, politics and pop-psychology runs out of 
answer. 
This is the era when the Church sets the Kingdom Agenda to the world and that 
becomes the Zeitgeist of the Era. 
 
Finance capitalism will fail.  There is coming and now is evident an economic 
tsunami of bad economic news.  The idea of endless growth through endless debt 
creation is about to have an encounter with reality of God's Logos created world. 
 
The something for nothing theology of the prosperity preachers and the something for 
nothing promises of politicians and the something for nothing economics of banker 
capitalism whereby endless supplies of fiat money can be created out of nothing and 
loaned out at interest.....all three of those illusions will hit the hard rock of reality in 
the coming era of 2020-2060. 
 
As systems fail the last hope for the masses of people will be "the government will 
take care of us".  There will be a great stampede politically to socialist answers..the 
government will help us...someone else will pay for my health, for my disability, for 
my children's education, for my retirement pension. 
 



Others will still hope their company will be there for them till retirement...until they 
get replaced by robots with artificial intelligence.  In America the projection is 36 
million jobs lost by 2030.  Goodbye middle class. 
 
The broad evangelical church will during this era finally wake up to the Kingdom 
reality: 
- We are here for the very long duration of ages to come. 
- The task of the Kingdom dominion mandate is not going to be given back to the 
Jews...it is our job as the Church. 
- The glory of the Lord will cover the earth and the meek will inherit the 
earth...because everything else has fallen apart and we will have the only viable 
ability and strategy for rebuilding the waste places. 
 
Benny Hinn is not the last prosperity preacher to see the light.  There are more 
coming as the money dries up. Then there are the pop-psychology preachers who 
offer you the good news of how Jesus can help your career prospects.  That will also 
dry up as the economy collapses.  Then the "Donald Trump is the Cyrus who will 
build the Tabernacle in Jerusalem so that the Antichrist can deceive the Jews and 
Armageddon can then destroy 2/3ds of the Jews, but thank God we are safe in 
heaven" ...that false "good news" gospel will also finally end.  
 
And then we can get on with the gospel of the Kingdom...the really good news of the 
Kingdom of God for the poor, the lost, the sinner, the sick, the polluted earth, with 
real answers and the real work of making disciples who will seek first the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousness and are not in church looking first for wealth or success or 
career prospects. 
 
And then comes the great interesting discovery that if we indeed just get on with the 
Kingdom agenda first...then all the other nice things will be added to us... 


